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Panizzi began the task with commendable courage. He realized
that the Act had been extensively evaded. However, not wishing
to take the publishers by surprise by a sudden recourse to severe
measures, a circular was prepared by the Museum's solicitors, at
Panizzi's request, calling the attention of defaulters to the pro-
visions of the Act, and notifying them that they were known to
have rendered themselves liable to the prescribed penalties.
These warning notices were called Final Circulars. When they
failed to bring in certain books, writs followed mercilessly.
Numerous summonses were issued against offending publishers,
and Panizzi was constantly bullied and insulted in the press and
witness-box. But penalties were enforced in almost every case.1
No sooner were the London publishers completely under his
thumb than Panizzi turned his attention to the rest of the United
Kingdom. In his evidence before the British Museum Inquiry
Committee he had said: "Of the works published in the provinces
I believe we get a certain number. Of the works printed in Scot-
land and Ireland we get almost none at all; and of the works pub-
lished in the Colonies we get none at all... As things are at pre-
sent, we lose the books, because they do not come by copyright,
and I do not feel justified in purchasing them."2
In 1852 Panizzi, sometimes accompanied by Henry Stevens
the American book agent, toured England, visited Scotland, and
crossed to Ireland, routing out defaulters. While in various parts
of the United Kingdom Panizzi declared that he saw many works
on sale of which he did not even know the existence, copies of
which ought to have been sent to the British Museum.
It is a noteworthy fact that up to this time nearly all the pub-
lishers in Wales had successfully evaded the obligation to deposit
copies of their works. Panizzi paid several visits to Wales with the
deliberate intention of stirring up these publishers, and his
efforts had such effect that they were forced to realize the extra-
ordinary determination of this British Museum official. After his
return to London Panizzi often received letters from irate Welsh
publishers, provokingly written in their own native tongue; but
these letters were readily transcribed by Welsh scholars on the
1 From May 1850 to July 1876 the Trustees had taken proceedings against
15$ publishers. See Report of the 1878 Copyright Commission, parag. 1701.
* PanizzTs evidence before the British Museum Committee of Inquiry,
1850, p. 599.